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“Harry Truman was a realistic, pragmatic president who skillfully led the American people against the menace posed by the Soviet Union.” Assess the validity of this generalization for President Truman’s foreign policy from 1945 to 1953.
President Harry Truman confronted the unprecedented challenges in international affairs during most of his office period. Truman guided the United States of America through the end of World War II, the start of the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union. He intervened with American military troops in the conflict between South Korea and North Korea. He also supported the establishment of the state of Israel in the Middle East (Haney and Patrick, 120). Harry Truman’s foreign policies that were established in the early days of his term in office have marked American foreign policy for the remainder of the 20th century between the States and the Soviet Union as well as the rest of the countries across the world. 
At the time when the war came to an end in 1945, Harry Truman denied aid to the Soviet Union. The Russians had requested a loan amounting to $6 billion that was meant for the postwar reconstruction. Later in the same year, Truman terminated all shipments that were meant for the Soviet Union. His denial to lend out loans as well as all other shipments meant for the Soviet Union forced the Russians to rebuild their economy via reimbursements. This caused the Russian economy to recover slowly which was advantageous for the Americans (Henehan and Marie, 150). This is because the Soviet Union could not expand easily due to the financial setbacks that they suffered. 
 	On the other hand, the move made by Harry Truman was also hurting the Americans since there existed an even greater gap between the Soviets and America. By 1947, Harry Truman decided to put in place the policy of containment by having the Truman Doctrine executed. This took effect by having the United States assisting Greece and Turkey which appeared to be in danger of becoming communist states. This was the only way through which the United States could assist the poor and desperate nations which if not assisted would not have been left with any other choice but to turn into communists.  
The Marshall Plan was another thing that assisted the United States of America is hurting the Soviet Union. To some extent, the plan also helped in continuing the Truman Doctrine. Truman supported the NATO agreement which further resulted in hurting the relations between the United States of America and the Soviets (Gill and Samuel, 50). This plan assisted because it helped in building a strong military alliance which could be in a position to deter the Soviets from carrying out attacks. On the other hand, it was unclear whether there were any signs of the Soviets looking forward to executing attacks. Therefore, having NATO in place helped by increasing tensions between the United States of America and the Soviet Union. 
Harry Truman successfully executed the Berlin airlift which was positive for the US against the Russians. It signified a strong political victory and it signified the triumph of the United States against the Soviet Union. When the US intervened in the Korean War, the US president made it clear that the US just wanted to save South Korea and prevent it from becoming a communist. As the war came to an end, Truman’s efforts bore fruits since South Korea won and did not become a communist (Henehan and Marie, 162). This was another thing that marked the mighty of the United States against the Soviet Union. Additionally, Truman fired General MacArthur which resulted in saving the lives of many Americans. The latter is an example that proves that Harry Truman was being realistic as well as pragmatic.  
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